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Jojk till fjallvinden/ Yoik to the mountain wind

for mixed choir by Jan Sandstrom
Baserad pa en jojk av/Based on a yoik by Johan Marak

World premiered in Guildhall, The Great Hall, London December 18th, 1998.

Jojken ér lika gammal som den samiska
kulturen, och manga jojkar eller impro-
viserade sanger har férmedlats muntligen
fran en generation till ndsta. S& har dven
denna, som forst landade hos Johan
Marak innan Jan Sandstrém tog 6ver den.
Sparsamt textsatt fdrmar jojken overfora
tankar och kénslor - inte sidllan om det
gudomliga. I denna komposition kan man
héra ceremonitrumman, renskdtarens rop
till hunden och snéripans lockrop - den
fagel som kommer med bud, med
halsning, alltsa en sorts nordisk
fredsduva.

The Yoik is as old as the Sami culture, and
many yoiks or improvised chants have been
passed on by word of mouth from one
generation to the next. So has this one, which
first landed with Johan Mdrak before Jan
Sandstrém took it over. Sparsely worded, the
yoik manages to convey thoughts and feelings,
not seldom of the divine. In this composition the
Sami ceremonial drum is heard, the reindeer
shepherd’s calls to his dog and even the sounds
of the ptarmigan - the bird that comes with a
message, with a greeting, thus a kind of Nordic
dove of peace.

Text/Lyrics

Na de jo biegga basadij Nu blaser vinden Now the wind blows

lo, lo, lo lo... lo, lo, lo, lo.. lo, lo, lo, lo...

Basse Vuojgha buktta rij Kommer med den Helige Ande Coming with the Holy Spirit

Ibmilis dervuodajt En hélsning ifrAn Gud A greeting from God

Almmujta same ednamij till manniskorna to the people

Buorre sivnnjadusajt i vart sameland, med in our Lappland, with His
vélsignelse blessing
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Jan Sandstrom (b. 1954) has his roots in the far north of Sweden but grew up in
Stockholm and studied at the Royal University College of Music there. Since 1989 he is
professor of Composition at the Luled University of Technology, School of Music in Pitea.
He writes music for various kinds of ensembles, and among his works are Acintyas (1986)
for string orchestra and his trombone concerto, Motorbike Concerto (1988-89) the latter
has become the internationally most performed work by a Swedish composer. Sandstrém
is also a successfull choir composer, and the composition based on Praetorius’ Es ist ein
Ros entsprungen (Lo, how a rose e'er blooming, SK-Gehrmans, SK 403, 1990) is in the
standard Christmas repertoire among choirs around the world.

Johan Mairak has a background as a timberman, log driver and reindeer herdsman. He is
a native Same having Sami as his mother tongue. After his ordination in Uppsala, Johan
Marak has served in the Jokkmokk parish in the province of Norrbotten as a rural dean
and vicar. After his retirement, he has been working with the translation of the Church of
Sweden handbook into the Lule Sami dialect.
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